
These minutes have NOT been approved by the Commission 
Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission, Town of Eastford 

Minutes of regular meeting. Tuesday October 2, 2018 
Town Office Building 

 
Present:  Amanda Manso, Anne Latham, Frank Castagna, Mary Ellen Ellsworth,  

Michelle Poudrette, Tom DeJohn, Tom Hughes 
 

1. Call to Order – meeting was called to order at 7:01pm 
 

2. Approval of minutes – N/A 
 

3. Old Business  
A. Trails – maintenance updates, etc.  

I Boston Turnpike Trail – Tom DeJohn has confirmed that there are no trees 
down and no blockages on path. However, the Trail is overgrown in spots. 
Tom DeJohn will do some trimming on the BTT; Anne Latham also will 
do some maintenance. 

II Crystal Pond Park – N/A 
III Askew Trail – Goal is to get it prepared for The Last Green Valley 

Walktober event--an October 20th walk. Tom DeJohn will plan to do some 
trimming of overgrown areas. The Commission will purchase additional 
Askew Trail brochures for the Walktober walk and will also replenish the 
supply at the Library. Longer range, the Commission would like to 
maintain the entrance bridge, but it is not in good condition at the present 
time. Tom DeJohn, and others, will assess the current situation. Possible 
materials like an anti-slip spray may be considered for the bridge.   Mary 
Ellen Ellsworth mentioned the Trail flooding due to recent weather 
conditions. She will contact Ben Schmidt, the Public Works Foreman, to 
see what additional information and suggestions he may have, and if the 
Town crew can help with the bridge repair. 

 
B. Historic Cemeteries – N/A 

 
C. Energy Conservation Task Force Subcommittee –  

I Several committee members met with the Select board to discuss 
proposals for an electric car charging station near Eastford Elementary 
School. This station would service the Town Hall, the School, and 
Eastford Village Center. At the moment, a Level 2 charging station 
requires greater funding than the almost $5,000 in grant money the 
Committee has on hand. Committee members feel that it might be best to 
put in the infrastructure for a Level 2 servicing area, but to begin at a 
Level 1 plug in system, which our funds should cover. The committee will 
continue to explore all other funding options, including possible new 
grants. 



II The wiring is in place for the solar panels to be placed on the gym wing of 
the Eastford Elementary School. The panels themselves should be in place 
shortly. It is predicted that the energy saving provided by the panels will 
provide the funds to pay for the new gym roof within 3 to 4 years. The 
panels have a 20-year lease agreement and will either be bought or 
removed after 20 years. 

III The insulation of the Town Garage roof is complete; the roof now has an 
R25 insulation factor.  

IV The Ivy Glenn is facing several problems. Tom DeJohn notes that it is an 
odd, old building, needing ceiling/roof repairs and insulation. It also needs 
major work addressing surrounding drainage issues, which have left the 
lower level flooded on numerous occasions. Tom DeJohn and Tom 
Hughes will look further into the library’s conditions relative to 
Conservation Commission and Energy Committee initiatives. 

 
4. Conservation Educational Outreach 

Askew Trail Map – The map is being worked on. A poster about George Askew, the 
Eastford Elementary School science teacher who established the trail behind the school, 
was displayed at Heritage/Experience Eastford Day, and will soon be posted in the 
library.  
 

5. Crystal Pond: The Old Connecticut Path 
Anne Latham, Steve Broderick, and Mary Ellen Ellsworth have recently walked the path. 
The desire is to find the best place for a new walk way. A date has been set for this 
Saturday, October 6, 10 am, for all Conservation Commission members to walk the 
current path and figure out rerouting options. A new path might incorporate the Cove 
Trail around the lagoon, which might well be closer to the original route. The goal is to 
avoid tearing up any more of the woods, and to minimize intersections with the newly 
installed disc golf course. Once Conservation Commission members have come up with 
their best plan, the group will want to meet with the Crystal Pond Park Commission and 
the Woodstock Conservation Commission to discuss shared goals, and maintenance. 
 

6. WALKTOBER PLANS – Three events are being held in Eastford. Buells’ Orchard is 
having its fall festival, October 6 and 8. On October 20, 2018, 10 to 11 am, our 
Conservation Commission will lead a walk on the Askew Trail. In the afternoon on the 
20th, an event will be hosted at Bigelow Brook Farm, with a walk along Bigelow Brook 
and a visit to the aquaponics growing area. 
 

7. New Business - $2,900 is the total yearly budget for the Conservation Commission. A 
new secretary’s fees will be coming from a $500 line item in the budget which includes 
“miscellaneous.” 

   
8. Correspondence – 

A. The Last Green Valley National Heritage Corridor has asked Commission members 
to list their volunteering hours for the year ending September 30, 2018. These 
numbers help TLVG with funding from the federal government.  



 
B. CACIWC, The Connecticut Association of Conservation and Inland Wetlands 

Commissions, will hold its Annual Meeting and Environmental Conference on 
November 17, 2018, in Cromwell, CT. Several Commission members are interested 
in attending. Eastford is a paid-up member of CACIWC. 

 
C. Funding for Conservation priorities: 

I  Clean Energy--The budget is $600. Some members feel this amount is not 
enough to encourage the worthwhile projects under discussion.  

II Open Space Funding. The Conservation Commission has not reached its 
original funding goal for dollars available to help with farm, forest, and 
open space land protection in Eastford. 

 
9. Adjournment – meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm.  

 
 
 

Next meeting: November 6, 2018 at 7:00 pm. Eastford Town Office Building. 


